The Greater London Authority Dry Garden

A Garden with great ideas to help you enjoy Gardening in a dry climate!

Climate change, specifically lack of rain fall in the South East of England leaves us no choice but to reassess our gardening practices and aspirations. 

As watering restrictions become inevitable Garden Designer Paul Stone has created a London back garden which is full of practical and innovative ideas for your garden. “We all want to keep our gardens beautiful and productive” says Paul “and if we are prepared to accept change we can support the environment at the same time”

Reducing our need for water in the Garden is achievable in a 3 point approach:

Choice of Plants (best Plants)
Our Dry Garden displays a wide range of drought tolerant trees and shrubs, all standard stock for most Garden Centres. Alongside classic British native plants we have beautiful but tough varieties from the Seaside and Mediterranean that will dramatically cut your watering requirements. Have a look at our Web site for suggested varieties! Why throw away water on greedy plants?

Choice of Management (best aids)
Consider practical ways of improving your plant husbandry. If you take the time to have a good look at your gardening practices you will find good practical methods of reducing the water you use and saving the water you can collect. Also take advantage of new technology and you will reduce your watering costs and wastage of water. You will also benefit by spending less time watering your garden, giving you more time to enjoy it!

Ranging from traditional mulches to state of the art slow release watering systems the Dry Garden shows ways of saving every drop of water in your Garden and using it only when you need it!

2.

Make Water Precious (best practical design)

This approach will support the Environment and will promote good water management in your Garden. Water can be recycled. We recycle many commodities as a major contribution to reducing waste. We need to improve the way we recycle household water with the same benefits. Consider ways of using water from the house in the Garden, consider more shade less evaporation. Design and build areas of the garden that collect water and direct it to where you want it to go. If want to save water you will! Our Dry Garden offers suggestions an opportunities for you to transfer all these benefits to your own garden!

Paul Stone 06 / 04 / 2006 

